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Budgetary Outlays and Tax Expenditures for 
Active and Inactive Housing Assistance Programs
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Total =  $28.7 billion

Note: Outlays and tax expenditures are for fiscal year 1999.  Figures are in millions of dollars.



Active Programs Reviewed

Programs Number of units
Vouchers 1.6 million
Tax credits 700,000
Section 515 485,000
Section 202 66,000
HOPE VI 65,000
Section 811 18,000



Research Questions

What do these programs provide?

How much do they cost?

Who pays the cost?



Distribution and Average Size of Units in 
the Six Active Housing Programs
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General Location of Units in the Six 
Active Housing Programs
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Demographic Characteristics of Neighborhoods 
Where Assisted Housing Is Located
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Note: Figure excludes data for Section 515 units because the addresses of Section 515 properties 
were not readily available.



Average Total Development Costs Per Unit 
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Average Monthly Rents
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Defining Total Cost

Total Voucher Costs = PDV(Rents + Administrative Fee)

Total Production Program Costs = PDV(Rental Income) + 
PDV(Development Subsidies)



Total 30-Year Cost of One- and Two-
Bedroom Units in Metro and Nonmetro Areas
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Note: Due to data limitations, the total cost for HOPE VI is based on the average-size units (2.4 
bedrooms) for the program, not for two-bedroom units.



Total 30-Year Costs for One-Bedroom 
Units in Seven Metro Areas
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Note: We excluded Section 811 program in Baltimore and New York because there were too few 
properties to estimate meaningful program averages.



Shares of Total 30-Year Costs for One-
Bedroom Units Paid by Federal, Tenants, 

and Other Sources
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Note: Due to data limitations, the cost shares for HOPE VI are based on the average-size units (2.4 
bedrooms), not one-bedroom units.



Average Annual Incomes for Households 
Served Under the Six Active Programs
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Comparison of the Federal Cost of One-
Bedroom Units in Metro  Areas, Adjusted 

for Tenant Rental Contribution
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Impact of State, Local, and Private Subsidies on 30-
Year Costs of Two-Bedroom Units for Tax Credit 

Properties in Boston and New York
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Housing Policy Issues

Programs have goals other than providing housing - the value of these benefits is 
difficult to measure

Vouchers provide mobility
Production programs offer supportive services and can be an integral part of community 
development strategies
Production programs may add to the supply of affordable housing stock

Controlling program costs and risk
Total development costs
Capital replacements

Lack of consistent, detailed data on costs limits program comparisons
Tax credits, largest active production program, has no centralized data on total development costs, 
rents, revenue/expenses, or household characteristics


